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Good Things Happen When You Do The Math Right
Richard Rukin, Evanston Township High School

BY SIMONETTE URBAIN

Let us as mathematics educators begin the New Year with a resolution: we promise to teach our students to do
the math right. Rich Rukin prmly believes that by paying attention to correct detail, proper language, and think-
ing long term we can help students learn better and retain their learning better. As Albert Einstein once said,
0Everything should be made as simple as possible, but no simpler.6 Rich believes that we should heed the words
of Einstein. As teachers we often try to make things simpler and easier in the short run which often has unintended
consequences down the road.

Rich Rukin has been teaching mathematics at Evanston Township High School since 1976 and has coached the
math team since its inception in 1977. Rich was the head coach of the Chicago Area All-Star Team from 1980 to
1990 and has authored math contests for several organizations and math leagues. Rich has received many acco-
lades: he has won the Edyth May Sliffe award twice, the Alfred Kalfus Founderds award, and Evanston Township
High School teacher excellence award. He received his undergraduate degree from Northwestern and his MA from
Northeastern Illinois University. Rich has also been very active in the mathematics community as a speaker and
workshop leader for ICTM and NCTM. He also co-authored three textbooks for McDougal-L.ittell.

Rich Rukin is certainly one of our very own. He has been an MMC member since 1976 and served as a board
member for 12 years. Please join us as Rich Rukin shares with us his experiences and insights on how good things
can happen when you do math right.

ReEMEMBER!! You can earn CPDU credits for attending dinner meetings!
Date: Friday, January 17, 2003
Time: 5:30 p.m. Doors Open
6:00 p.m. Social Hour
7:00 p.m. Dinner and Talk
Place: Fountain Blue Banquets &
Convention Center
2300 Mannheim Rd.
Des Plaines, IL
(847) 298-3636
Cost:  Members $29
Nonmembers  $35

From Southbound 1-294 &

Eastbound 1-290:

Exit at 1-190 East to OfHare; Exit onto
North Mannheim Rd.; Take Mannheim
Rd. North 2.25 miles.

From Northbound 1-294:

Exit at West Touhy Ave.; Take Touhy
Ave. to Mannheim Rd.; Turn right on
Mannheim Rd.

Public Transit:

Take the CTA Blue Line to the Rosemont

Bus Terminal; Take Pace Bus #223; Exit
at Touhy Ave. & Lee Rd.; Walk East on
Touhy to Mannheim Rd.
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